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CTUIR Signs MOU with Portland State University 
 
PENDLETON –  To improve educational opportunities  for Confederated Tribes  of the Umatilla  Indian 
Res ervation (CTUIR) members , Portland State Univers ity (PSU) and the CTUIR s igned a  memorandum of 
unders tanding (MOU) on Wednes day, Sept. 16 outs ide Round-Up Stadium. 
 
In the Tipi Village near the s tadium, CTUIR and PSU officials  ceremonially s igned the MOU, which calls  for 
the tribe and univers ity to s trengthen their relationship and improve the quality of reciprocal educational 
s ervices  and opportunities  they both provide. 
 
“We are thrilled to have this  MOU in place with Portland State Univers ity because the CTUIR Board of 
Trus tees  (BOT) prioritizes  education and recognizes  the pos itive impacts  collaborations  s uch as  thes e can 
have, es pecially s ince Portland State recognizes  the importance of tribal sovereignty,” BOT Chair N. 
Kathryn Brigham s aid. “We appreciate the hard work by our Education and Training Committee and 
Education Department, as  well as  their PSU partners , to get this  MOU approved. Ultimately, we see this  
benefiting our tribal members  who attend or want to a ttend PSU.”  
 
The MOU calls  for collaboration on curriculum development for Native American s tudies ; Native American 
education, recruitment and retention efforts  for tribal s tudents  a t PSU; and research and creative activities  
that advance the CTUIR and PSU’s  s hared objectives . 
 
It a lso intends  to identify areas  of mutual educational, research and creative interes t as  well as  
s ucces s fully trans ition CTUIR s tudents  into higher education via  campus  orientation activities , 
emphas izing resources  to s upport tribal s tudents  and offering s ummer college prep clas ses . 
 
The MOU calls  for identifying tribal s taff with expertis e to contribute to areas  of mutual interes t, creating 
awarenes s  for tribal s taff of the opportunities  to contribute their expertis e, as s is ting in information 
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exchanges  within mutual-interes t areas  and enhancing PSU support of Native s tudents  when it comes  to 
outreach, admis s ions , recruitment, retention, financial a id, academic advis ing and internship opportunities . 
 
A major part of thes e initia tives  will s tem from the es tablishment of a 14-member Native American 
Advisory Board (NAAB), which will include the CTUIR BOT chair or des ignee, by providing a  forum for 
mutual collaboration and communication, working to enhance education of Native s tudents , educating PSU 
s tudents  about tribes  and advancing relations hips  for resources  and program development. 
 
To advance its  goals , the NAAB shall undertake s tudent s ervice initia tives , acces s  initia tives  and 
integration and training initia tives . Student s ervice initia tives  include recruiting and retaining Native 
s tudents  and ins tructors , providing academic and financial advice to Native s tudents  and providing 
s cholarship outreach to Native s tudents . Acces s  initia tives  include tribal guidance and feedback on 
cours es  and program offering to Native s tudents  and applying for joint grant propos als  to improve s tudent 
acces s  and s ervices . Integration and tra ining initia tives  include PSU as s is ting CTUIR with acces s  to 
technology and training and the CTUIR as s is ting PSU adminis tration, s taff and s tudents  with cultural 
educational opportunities , enrichment and in-s ervice tra ining.  
 
“As  the pres ident of Portland State Univers ity, I’m really excited that we’ve s igned an MOU with the Umatilla  
Tribe. This  is  the firs t tribe we’ve s igned an MOU with, and it’s  a  great path-breaking opportunity,” PSU 
Pres ident Ann Cudd s aid. “We know there are lots  of ways  we can collaborate to s erve the tribe and its  
s tudents  as  well as  learn many things  from the tribe and enhance our offerings  and our res earch.” 
 
The Confederated Tribes  of the Umatilla Indian Reservation is  comprised of the Cayuse, Walla Walla and 
Umatilla Tribes , and formed under the Treaty of 1855 at the Walla Walla Valley, 12 Stat. 945. In 1949, the 
Tribes  adopted a cons titutional form of government to protect, preserve and enhance the reserved treaty 
rights  guaranteed under federal law.  
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Caption1: Confederated Tribes  of the Umatilla  Indian Res ervation (CTUIR) Board of Trus tees  (BOT) Chair N. 
Kathryn Brigham watches  Portland State Univers ity (PSU) Pres ident Ann Cudd s ign copies  of a 
memorandum of unders tanding between the CTUIR and PSU on Wednes day, Sept. 16 in the Tipi Village 
outs ide the Round-Up Stadium in Pendleton. This  is  PSU’s  firs t MOU with a  Native American tribe. Als o in 
the photo are, from left, BOT Secretary Monica Paradis e, General Council Vice Chairman Boots  Pond, BOT 
Member Corinne Sams , BOT Vice Chair Aaron Ashley, BOT Treasurer Raymond Hues ties  and BOT Member 
Toby Patrick. CTUIR 
 


