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TITLE VI NEWSLETTER

The Title VI grant is funded to provide a “unique and culturally related” educational experience while

ensuring that “Indian students gain knowledge and understanding of Native communities, languages,

Tribal histories, traditions, and cultures” and that school leaders and staff who serve Indian students are

able to provide them "culturally appropriate and effective instruction”. 

Aligning with the CTUIR Education Department mission and goals, Title VI focuses on learning literacy

(pinášukʷat) by connecting the students with their ancestral past through methods that are based in

Tribal traditions

The Youth Services team strives to provide the support our students need to succeed by making sure

they and families are connected to necessary resources, receiving academic assistance, and are

participating in Indigenous Ways of Knowing, with the goal of increasing graduation rates and preparing

students for economic sovereignty.

WHAT IS TITLE VI?

If your student, yourself, or a grandparent is an enrolled
member of a Federally Recognized Tribe or Band or if your

student is a descendant of a parent or grandparent who meets
these requirements, your student qualifies. 

A 506 form needs to be completely filled out and returned to
your respective Indian Education Coordinator, the school’s

front desk, or the Title VI Youth Services Manager. Use the QR
code below to access a fillable 506 form:
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Demiyah Say - She is
responsible and respectful!

She goes above and beyond
with her grades

- Cara Greene SMS 

STUDENT SHOUT OUTS

Michael Manta - He has
done amazing

 job turning his attitude
around and his grades are

improving. 
- Cara Greene SMS

McKenzie Minthorn - This year
McKenzie has come out of her shell
and is raising her hand in class to be
called on. She has grown a lot in
confidence this year.
-Gayla Blankenship Sherwood
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STUDENT SHOUT OUTS

Manaia Wolf -  has a big heart and is very active in her
schools Native American Club ATINA, as well as she is
very active in her community. She participates in the
Pendleton Roundup and Happy Canyon alongside her
family and friends. She is a true leader and an amazing
asset to her school. 
- Wynema Thurman Weston McEwen
 

Neyo Wilcher - He is very smart and has been
helpful in his classroom. I have witnessed him
helping others in the hallway. He is always full
of information and facts. He is eager to learn

new things and to share his knowledge of
things with everyone around him. He is also a
really hard worker. He has been amazing to

work with. - Wynema Thurman Pilot Rock 

Neveah Castillo -is it just the beginning
her junior year and she is just about to
graduate. She is only four credits away

from graduation. She also has  a part
time job! So proud of her. 

-Talia Tewawina  PHS
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K - 1 2  S T U D E N T S  L E A R N E D  A  L O T  L A S T  Y E A R ,  B U T
T H E Y ’ R E  S T I L L  M I S S I N G  T O O  M U C H  S C H O O L

F A M I L I E S  W I L L  P L A Y  A N  E S S E N T I A L  R O L E  I N
G E T T I N G  S T U D E N T S  B A C K  O N  T R A C K ,

R E S E A R C H E R S  S A Y .  B U T  I T ' S  G O I N G  T O  T A K E  A
" C U L T U R E "  S H I F T  A R O U N D  T H E  I M P O R T A N C E  O F

B E I N G  I N  S C H O O L .
M A R C H  1 4 ,  2 0 2 4

P A T E , N A T A L I E .  N A T I O N A L  D A T A  S H O W S  H O W
O R E G O N  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T S  S T A C K  U P  O N

C H R O N I C
A B S E N T E E I S . O P B . 4 / 2 / 2 0 2 4 , H T T P S : / / W W W . O P B . O R

G / A R T I C L E / 2 0 2 4 / 0 4 / 0 2 / O R E G O N - S C H O O L -
D I S T R I C T S - C H R O N I C - A B S E N T E E I S M -

R A T E / # : ~ : T E X T = O R E G O N % 2 0 T R A C K S % 2 0 A T T E N D A N
C E % 2 0 D A T A % 2 0 A S , H O M E L E S S N E S S % 2 0 A N D % 2 0 W H

O % 2 0 H A V E % 2 0 D I S A B I L I T I E S . 9 / 1 9 / 2 4

Attendance
Matters

A

E V E R Y D A Y  C O U N T S !

Attendance
Matters
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Indian hemp is harvested for fiber. The stems are cut in the fall; they are then split open and
the long, silky fibers removed. The fibers are then twisted into string which provides cordage.
String, thread, rope, baskets, snares, netting, and clothing was made from the bast fibers of
the Indian hemp plant because they are so silky yet strong. Cordage was then used to make
tump straps, belts, netted bags, hairnets, and ceremonial regalia (capes, skirts, and head-

dresses)



Regional Teacher of the
Year!

Nixyaawii Community School’s Language Arts
Teacher Niccole Harrison was named one of

Oregon’s 18 Regional Teachers of the Year! The
nominations are by students, colleagues, admin or

friends. A student shared the following words in
their nomination: “Ms. Harrison’s classroom has

always been a place of comfort for me, and she has
made it a welcoming setting where I always feel

heard, safe and seen...” Congratulations and Keep
making a difference Ms. Harrison!!!

Year!

Nixyaawii Community School’s Language Arts



Domestic Violence Awareness Month
D O M E S T I C  V I O L E N C E  ( A K A  I N T I M A T E  P A R T N E R

V I O L E N C E  I P V )  I S  A  P A T T E R N  O F  B E H A V I O R S  U S E D
B Y  A  P A R T N E R  T O  M A I N T A I N  P O W E R  A N D  C O N T R O L

O V E R  A N O T H E R  P A R T N E R  I N  A N  I N T I M A T E
R E L A T I O N S H I P .  T H E S E  A R E  T H E  D I F F E R E N T  T Y P E S

O F  A B U S E ;  P H Y S I C A L ,  E M O T I O N A L ,  S E X U A L ,
F I N A N C I A L ,  D I G I T A L ,  A L S O  S E X U A L  O R

R E P R O D U C T I V E  C O E R C I O N  A N D  S T A L K I N G .

V I C T I M I Z A T I O N  R A T E S  A R E
H I G H E R  F O R  A M E R I C A N

I N D I A N S  A N D  A L A S K A
N A T I V E S .  T H E  L I F E T I M E

V I C T I M I Z A T I O N  R A T E  I S  1 . 2
T I M E S  A S  H I G H  F O R  A M E R I C A N

I N D I A N  A N D  A L A S K A  N A T I V E
W O M E N  A S  F O R  W H I T E  W O M E N ;

F O R  M E N ,  I T  I S  1 . 3  T I M E S  A S
H I G H .

S T U D I E S  S U G G E S T  T H A T  D O M E S T I C
V I O L E N C E  S U R V I V O R S  M A K E  U P
M O R E  T H A N  8 4 %  O F  T H E  W H O L E
U S  N A T I V E  A M E R I C A N  P O P U L A T I O N
N A T I V E S  A R E :  
   2 X  M O R E  L I K E L Y  T O
E X P E R I E N C E  R A P E  O R  S E X U A L
A S S A U L T .
   2 . 5 X  M O R E  L I K E L Y  T O
E X P E R I E N C E  V I O L E N T  C R I M E S .
   5 X  M O R E  L I K E L I H O O D  O F
H O M I C I D E .

M E N  A N D  W O M E N  A R E  V I C T I M I Z E D  A T  S I M I L A R  R A T E S  B U T  I N
D I F F E R E N T  W A Y S .  A M E R I C A N  I N D I A N  A N D  A L A S K A  N A T I V E

W O M E N  A N D  M E N  H A V E  B E E N  V I C T I M I Z E D  A T  S I M I L A R  R A T E S
( 8 4 . 3  P E R C E N T  F O R  W O M E N  A N D  8 1 . 6  P E R C E N T  F O R  M E N ) .

T H E Y  H A V E  E X P E R I E N C E D  S I M I L A R  L E V E L S  O F
P S Y C H O L O G I C A L  A G G R E S S I O N  A N D  P H Y S I C A L  V I O L E N C E  B Y

I N T I M A T E  P A R T N E R S .  B U T  W O M E N  H A V E  E X P E R I E N C E D
S I G N I F I C A N T L Y  H I G H E R  L E V E L S  O F  S E X U A L  V I O L E N C E  ( 5 6 . 1

P E R C E N T  V E R S U S  2 7 . 5  P E R C E N T  F O R  M E N )  A N D  S T A L K I N G
( 4 8 . 8  P E R C E N T  V E R S U S  1 8 . 6  P E R C E N T  F O R  M E N ) .

DoDoD mm



S T R O N G H E A R T S  2 4  H O U R  N A T I V E  H E L P L I N E  
T E X T  O R  C A L L  1 - 8 4 4 - 7 N A T I V E  ( 1 - 8 4 4 - 7 6 2 - 8 4 8 3 )  O R
S T R O N G H E A R T S H E L P L I N E . O R G

C A L L  T O  S A F E T Y :
1 - 8 8 8 - 2 3 5 - 5 3 3 3  O R  S U P P O R T @ C A L L T O S A F E T Y . O R G  

R A P E ,  A B U S E ,  &  I N C E S T  N A T I O N A L  N E T W O R K  ( R A I N N ) :  
1 - 8 0 0 - 6 5 6 - H O P E  ( 4 6 7 3 )

N A T I O N A L  H U M A N  T R A F F I C K I N G  H O T L I N E :  
1 - 8 8 8 - 3 7 3 - 7 8 8 8  O R  H U M A N T R A F F I C K I N G H O T L I N E . O R G

L O C A L
D O M E S T I C  V I O L E N C E  S E R V I C E S ,  I N C . :  

1 - 8 0 0 - 8 3 3 - 1 1 6 1  S E R V I N G  U M A T I L L A  A N D  M O R R O W  C O U N T I E S  
F A M I L Y  V I O L E N C E  S E R V I C E S  O F  C T U I R :  

5 4 1 - 2 4 0 - 4 1 7 1  2 4  H O U R  C O N F I D E N T I A L  H O T L I N E  C T U I R
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October Book of the Month

The Marrow Thieves
by Cherie Dimaline

The Marrow Thieves is set in a dystopian world that was ravaged by
climate change. The Indigenous people of North America are hunted for
their bone marrow, as they are the only people who have the ability to

dream. The marrow is harvested using a painful method.  
We follow some escapees as they travel toward safety.  On their journey,

they encounter many other fleeing Indigenous people and exchange
their tribal stories, ceremonies and songs as a means of strength and

motivation.  Overall this is a story of hope, resilience as they draw
strength from their traditions as they endure the dark times of diversity.

Dystopian:

a ficti
onal so

ciety 
or world where

people liv
e in fe

ar and
 are

dehumanized
.
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Title VI Youth Services Needs Assessment 

One of the reasons Title VI began our newsletters was to
provide the community with an inside look of what Title VI
does. There seemed to be a lot of confusion, lack of
knowledge, and /or unfavorable opinions about Title VI and I
have made it my goal to address all of those issues. Our
newsletters have been going out since March of this year and
have included this opportunity to provide your feedback
through this QR code. I have not received one entry as of yet.
I do believe that the community should have a say in how our
students are supported and I truly do want to hear from you!
All entries are anonymous unless you want to be known.
Please use the QR code to take the Needs Assessment so
we know how we can better serve the students in our
community. OR access the form by using this link:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc8MUN63p
NP3crpzmLiBVS4zNxjXBexqhonRbRpXYkRdWVv8A/vie
wform?usp=sf_link  

Gayla Blankenship: PELC, Sherwood, Mckay
Cara Greene: Sunridge Middle School
Wynema Thurman: Athena-Weston, Pilot Rock
Talia Tewawina: Teaching Indian Ed classes at Sunridge and PHS, 9th-12th PHS
Rachel Guardipee: Nixyaawii Community School  
Phyllis Barret: Washington Elementary School 
OPEN: Special Education Coordinator

Title VI Team 



7 Steps to be an Organized
Student...The demands of

high school,
college, grad
school, and

post-
professional
school have

been growing
more intense

and more
stressful.

Especially with
the added
pressure to

perform well,
get into a good

college or
program, and

have a
successful

career

Here are 7 easy and simple methods you can
implement this year to stay organized in school.

Start Organizing before the Semester
Starts

1.

Develop an Organization System & Keep it
Simple

2.

Find an Academic Planner3.
Write due dates ASAP4.

Track Assignments5.
Prioritize and Plan Workdays6.

Designate a Workplace7.

Remember Self-Care

DON’T WAIT TILL THE
LAST MINUTE!.



ThThT e ChChC erokee Legege end of the ThThT ree Sister'sThe Cherokee Legend of the Three Sister's

The Cherokee Legend of the Three Sisters is a story about
Corn, Beans, and Squash, which are seen as the three

beautiful sisters because they grow in the same mound in
the garden12. The Corn provides a ladder for the Bean
Vine, and they together give shade to the Squash. The

Cherokee till the mound three times. The legend involves
three women who helped each other stay fed, hydrated

and strong on the Trail of Tears, a lesson that the
Cherokee used in planting their crops when they arrived

in the Oklahoma Territory.
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