The Tribes lived for thou-
sands of years with First
Foods as a foundation for
their culture, economy, and
religion. (CRPP)

Horses arrive in Nixydawii country.

1700s

1855
Walla Walla Treaty of 1855.
(CRPP)

1859

Walla Walla Treaty of 1855
ratified by Congress. Survey
of UIR Boundary Area:
245,699 acres (CRPP)

1905

U.S. v. Winans: Justices hold
that treaty Indians have the
right to cross non-Indian
lands for fish at "usual and
accustomed" places, and
that the treaties are to be
interpreted the way Indians
had understood them.
(CRPP)

1908

Supreme Court Winters
decision that held tribes
received a federal reserved
water right to satisfy the
principal purposes for
which the Indian reserva-
tion was created with a
priority date of the treaty
(later 9th Circuit case held
instream flow right had
time immemorial priority
date). (WRP)

1922

Mariam Report/ Restora-
tion Act Era, 1922-1939:
14,139 acres restored to
the Tribes in the McKay,
Johnson, and McCoy Creek
areas (CRPP).

1949

Tribe adopts - and Indian
Commissioner approved -
new Tribal Constitution and
By-Laws (CRPP)

1968

US files suit in Oregon US
District Court against the
State of Oregon seeking
judgment and injunction to
enforce Indian off-
reservation fishing rights in
the Columbia River Water-
shed. (CRPP)

1968

The US filed suit against
Oregon to enforce Indian
off-reservation fishing rights
in the Columbia River.

Since 1977, US v. OR Man-
agement Agreements have
provided a framework for
federal, state and tribal
parties to protect and re-
build upper Columbia River
fish runs while providing
harvest for both treaty Indi-
an and non-treaty fisheries.
(Fisheries)

1969

US District Court Judge Rob-
ert C. Belloni renders histor-
ic decision in Sohappy vs.
Smith/US v. Oregon case,
reaffirming the right of trib-
al members to the right to
fish “at all usual and accus-
tomed' places” and are
entitled to a “fair share” of
the fish runs. States can
regulate only when
“reasonable and necessary
for conservation” (FFPP).

1972
Clean Water Act. (WRP)

1973
Endangered Species Act.
(Admin)

1974

Tribe files suite to enjoin
proposed dam construction
on Catherine Creek near
Union, OR, as an irreparable
loss of fishing, hunting, ber-
ry and root gathering as
guaranteed under Treaty .
(CRPP)

In U.S. v. Washington,
Judge Boldt mandates that
a “fair share” was 50 per-
cent of the harvestable fish
destined to pass “usual and
accustomed places” and
reaffirms tribal manage-
ment powers. In Settler v.
Lameer, federal court rules
that tribes reserved in trea-
ties the authority to regu-
late tribal fishing on and off
reservations (FFPP).

Judge Belloni applies Judge
Boldt’s 50-50 allocation to
Columbia River in ruling
that upholds right of Con-
federated Tribes and other
tribes to fish in usual and
accustomed places for
salmon and other river
stocks under treaty guaran-
tees; Oregon and Washing-
ton ordered to work out
comprehensive plan for
preservation and conserva-
tion of fish resources.
(FFPP).

1975
Mike Farrow hired. (CRPP)

1977

The Columbia River Inter-
Tribal Fisheries Enforce-
ment (CRITFIC) department
was established. (Fisheries)

1978
First Fish and Wildlife Code
for CTUIR. (Wildlife)

Establishment of First Fish
and Wildlife Committee.
(wildlife)

CTUIR Longhouse Opened
(Admin)

1979

First observation wells to

monitor groundwater in-

stalled on the UIR . (WRP)

CTUIRDNR
Est. 1982

1980
Establishment of BIA Wild-
life Program. (Wildlife)

Northwest Power Act.
(wildlife)

CTUIR initiates Umatilla
Salmon Recovery Project
(Fisheries).

1981

CTUIR's first re-introduction
of Salmon to Umatilla River.
(Fisheries)

Interim Water Code adopt-
ed. (WRP)

1982
CTUIR DNR formed through
BOT resolution. (Fisheries)

DNR Water and Fisheries
Programs initiated and hire
first staff. (Fisheries)

First Fish and Wildlife Pro-
gram under the NW Power
and Planning Council called
for fish and wildlife mitiga-
tion projects to be funded
by Bonneville Power Ad-
ministration. (Fisheries)

Releases of smolts in the
Umatilla Basin to initiate
spring and fall chinook and
coho salmon reintroduc-
tion. (Fisheries)

First water permit issued
under interim water code.
(WRP)

CTUIR adopts stream zone
alteration regulations.
(WRP)

1983
Land/Water Program estab-
lished in DNR. (WRP)

1984 - 1989

First returns of reintro-
duced spring and fall chi-
nook and coho salmon to
Umatilla Basin. (Fisheries)

1986

Umatilla Basin salmon re-
turn celebration at CTUIR.
(Fisheries)

1987

Construction of CTUIR-
sponsored and operated
fish hatchery satellite facili-
ties in Umatilla Basin.
(Fisheries)

1988 - 1992

CTUIR - sponsored and
completed Umatilla Basin
fish ladder and screen pro-
jects (Fisheries)

1990

First tribal salmon fishing in
Umatilla river due to tribal
salmon reintroduction
efforts. (Fisheries)

1992
Tribal Water Program
Adopted. (WRP)

1993
Cultural Resources Com-
mittee formed (FFPP/CRPP)

BOT adopts policy to nego-
tiate water rights settle-
ments with Oregon. (WRP)

1993 - 1999
Construction of 'Umatilla
Basin Flow Enhancement
Project' - uses Columbia
river flow for agriculture
production in exchange for
Umatilla river water being
left in-stream. (Fisheries)

1994

CTUIR 638 contracting of
Wildlife Program from BIA.
(Wildlife)

CTUIR requested Pacific
Lamprey and Freshwater
Mussels be included in the
Fish and Wildlife Program
and for funding to be made
available for projects. Re-
quest was approved.
(Fisheries)

CTUIR - sponsored and initi-
ated the Lamprey Research
and Restoration Project in
the Umatilla Basin.
(Fisheries)

1995

Columbia Basin Salmon
Policy adopted. (FFPP)

1998

Isquulktpe Watershed Pro-
ject initiated with acquisi-
tion of Tubb's properties.
(Wildlife)

Purchase of Rainwater
Ranch/ the CTUIR's return
to Washington state.
(Wildlife)

First FLIR flight conducted
to measure water tempera-
tures in the Umatilla river
from Umatilla Forks to the
mouth of the Umatilla river.
(WRP)

1999
First Tribal Water Quality
Standards Adopted. (WRP)

2000

First Release of trans-
located Lamprey adults in
the Umatilla Basin to initi-
ate reintroduction.
(Fisheries)

Marks 17 years of CTUIR -
sponsored effort to con-
struct and operate hatchery
satellite facilities in Umatilla
Basin. (Fisheries)

Federal services (NOAA,
USFWS) require 13 cubic-
feet-per-second (cfs) of
flows left in Walla Walla
river at Milton-Freewater
for threatened summer
steelhead and endangered
bull trout. Flow require-
ments were ramped up to
18, 25 and 27 cfs in 2001-
2003 respectively.
(Fisheries)

2001

CTUIR "Treatment-as-State"
determination by EPA &
EPA Approval of Tribal Wa-
ter Quality Standards.
(WRP)

Tribal well construction
standards approved by
TWC. (WRP)

2003

Gladow properties on
Meacham Creek purchased.
(Wildlife)

2005

First Foods Serving Order
“2006 - Extending the Table”

. .
.

2005

First release of trans-
located Freshwater Mussels
in Umatilla Basin to Initiate
Reintroduction. (Fisheries)

CTUIR’s Umatilla Basin Wa-
ter Rights Claims Report
prepared for CTUIR by Stet-
son Engineers Inc. (WRP)

2006

Restoration of CTUIR Rocky
Mountain goat and bighorn
sheep hunting. (Wildlife)

2007
DNR First Foods Mission
adopted. (Admin)

2008

CTUIR compacts BIA Range/
Agriculture Program under
self-governance compact.
(Range, Ag. & Forestry)

CTUIR DNR, DOJ, and Wal-
lowa-Whitman NF develop
first treaty grazing agree-
ment in US Forest Service
Forest & Grassland System
(155 National Forests, 20
National Grasslands).
(Range, Ag. & Forestry)

Access to Teleocaset for
root digging reestablished
by CTUIR. (CRPP)

CTUIR BOT Chairman An-
tone Minthorn signs the
2008 Columbia Basin Fish
Accords. 10-Year accord
provides $168M for CTUIR
fish and wildlife mitigation
projects. (FFPP/DNR)

CTUIR Umatilla River Vision
released. (Admin)

Accord agreement with BPA
increased funding of fish
restoration projects to $15 -
$20M annually through
2022. (Fisheries)

2009

CTUIR Compacts BIA Forest-
ry Program under self-
governance compact.
(Range, Ag. & Forestry)

CTUIR CRPP prepares
"CTUIR Traditional Relation-
ship to Buffalo and Buffalo
Hunting" report for Fish and
Wildlife Commission's use
in successfully negotiating
treaty hunting rights for
bison. (CRPP)

WWCC Watershed Ecology
degree, co-developed by
CTUIR DNR and WWCC -
approved by State of Wash-
ington and offered by
WWCC. (Admin)

CTUIR begins installation of
lamprey passage structures
at Umatilla River irrigation
diversion dams - first such
action in Columbia Basin.
(Fisheries)

2010

TIMELINE OF CTUIR FIRST FOODS ERAS

2010

CTUIR BOT approves UIR
Forest Management Plan.
(Range, Ag. & Forestry Pro-
gram)

Signing ceremony for Wenix
Springs lands as Pendleton
deeds lands back to CTUIR.
(WRP)

First tribal spring Chinook
salmon fishery opened in
Walla Walla River in about
70 years. (Fisheries)

2011

First documented return of
the gray wolf to the Umatil-
la Indian Reservation.
(wildlife)

First "Return to Bison"
hunts in the greater Yellow-
stone ecosystem. (Wildlife)

CTUIR DNR Traditional
Foods Summit at Society for
Applied Anthropology An-
nual Meeting, Seattle, WA.
(CRPP)

In response to CTUIR-led
efforts, Oregon Environ-
mental Quality Commission
adopts fish consumption
rate of 175 grams/day to be
more protective of Ore-
gon's fish consumers.
(FFPP)

First Foods Policy Program
developed, replaces
"Environmental Planning/
Rights Protection" Program.
(FFPP)

CTUIR BOT adopts Umatilla
Basin water rights settle-
ment proposal & appoints
tribal water rights negotia-
tion team (Admin)

CTUIR opens seven ceded
area tributaries for spring
Chinook subsistence fishing
for tribal members. This
represented the first time
there had been that level of
tribal fishing opportunity
since about 40 years.
(Fisheries)

2012

DNR CRPP hosts 65th annu-
al Northwest Anthropologi-
cal Conference (NWAC) at
Wildhorse Resort & Casino;
marking the first time a
tribe hosted the event &
the first time the event was
hosted on an Indian reser-
vation. (CRPP)

Completion of WWCC WEC
Agquatic Lab to be used for
lamprey and mussel re-
search and propagation for
population restoration and
tribal harvest. (Fisheries)

Secretary of Interior ap-
points Federal water rights
negotiation team for CTUIR
Umatilla Basin water rights
settlement. (Admin)

2013

CTUIR approves Feral Horse
Policy. (Range, Ag. & Forest-
ry Program)

DNR Range/Ag & Forestry
Program responds to a rap-
idly growing feral horse
population by removing 213
feral horses from UIR.
(Range, Ag. & Forestry Pro-
gram)

Second Forward Looking
Infra-Red (FLIR) flight con-
ducted from Umatilla Forks
to the mouth of the Umatil-
la river. (WRP)

DNR Water Resources Pro-
gram completes Upper
Umatilla Basin water budg-
et and conceptual ground-
water model. (WRP)

CTUIR completes 8 years of
fish passage, diversion lad-
der and screening projects
in WW basin. Remaining
needs include additional
Nursery Bridge Dam im-
provements and Mill Creek
channel. (Fisheries)

2012

2014

CRPP Has now repatriated
1,037+ ancestral remains
and 39,724+ associated and
unassociated funerary ob-
jects since 2000. (CRPP)

CTUIR restarts active man-
agement of Umatilla Indian
Reservation forestlands.
(Range, Ag. & Forestry Pro-
gram)

CTUIR First Commercial
Timber Harvest under new
Forest Management Plan.
(Range, Ag. & Forestry Pro-
gram)

2015

2015-2019, CTUIR develops
new water rights trade pro-
posals. (WRP)

2014

2016

DOSE reorganized into DNR
as the Energy and Environ-
mental Science Program.
(Energy & Environmental
Sciences)

CTUIR completes first CTUIR
Agricultural Management
Plan. (Range, Ag. & Forestry
Program)

2017

Reintroduction of pre-
scribed fire to benefit wild-
life habitat and First Foods
at CTUIR Wildlife Areas
(Isquulktpe, Rainwater,
Wanaket). (Wildlife)

EESP Laboratory passes
accreditation for ORELAP
and meets ISO 17025 re-
quirements. (Energy & Envi-
ronmental Sciences)

2018

First documented success
of nesting burrowing owls
in artificial burrows in-
stalled at Wanaket Wildlife
Area. (Wildlife)

CTUIR secures first Reserve
Treaty Rights Lands grant to
manage tribal fee land for-
ests. (Range, Ag. & Forestry
Program)

Pollinator study for wom-
en’s food (celery, cous cam-
as, and huckleberry).
(Range, Ag. & Forestry Pro-
gram)

CTUIR initiates active Rx
burning program into forest
and rangeland manage-
ment programs. (Range, Ag.
& Forestry Program)

Completion of CTUIR Inva-
sive Weed Management
Plan. (Range, Ag. & Forestry
Program)

Stanfield Irrigation District
water rights trade agree-
ment, CTUIR receives
37,000 acre-feet of Umatilla
River water right, which
includes 27,000+ acre-feet
of McKay Reservoir storage.
(WRP)

Hermiston Irrigation District
trade agreement, CTUIR
receives 50,000 acre-feet of
Umatilla River Water.
(WRP)

EESP Laboratory became
fully functional for first
time. (Energy & Environ-
mental Sciences)

Solar Array- Net Zero Car-
bon Emissions for 2 CTUIR
Buildings. (Energy & Envi-
ronmental Sciences)

CTUIR Contracts ESP timber
sale. Timber sale includes
thinning of both trust and
tribal fee properties and
includes steep terrain har-
vested with new Cable-
assist (tether) logging
equipment. (Range, Ag. &
Forestry Program)

2019

Lamprey restoration suc-
cess allowed for first tribal
fishery in Umatilla River in
60 yrs. (Fisheries)

Successful planting and
establishment of First Foods
plant species (celery, hemp
dogbane) at Wanaket Wild-
life Area. (Wildlife)

Ancestors from the Colum-
bia River were successfully
repatriated to the CTUIR,
CTBYN, and CTWSRO from
the Canterbury Museum in
Christchurch, New Zealand
after 140 years away from
their resting place. (CRPP)

Quail Run Ramos Ranches
trade agreement, CTUIR
receives 757.5 acre-feet of
Umatilla River water right.
(WRP)

Phase 1 of Geothermal
Analysis Complete. (Energy
& Environmental Sciences)

2020

RAF initiates first known
long term study of climate
impacts on Huckleberry
phenology. (Range, Ag. &
Forestry Program)

Geothermal Subsurface
Temperature Model Com-
pleted- Demonstrated feasi-
bility that could make all
CTUIR Net Zero (Energy &
Environmental Sciences)

Deployed EPA CASTNET Site
at Rainwater for measuring
energy contaminants.
(Energy & Environmental
Sciences)

Hired EESP Manager, Ma-
son Murphy. (Energy & En-
vironmental Sciences)

Ramos Brothers Ranches
trade agreement, CTUIR
receives 959.4 acre-feet of
Umatilla River water right.
(WRP)

2021

Steelhead reintroduction
program initiated above
McKay Reservoir. First
presence in over 100 yrs.
(Fisheries)

Walla Walla Hatchery com-
pleted. First tribally operat-
ed full hatchery will pro-
duce .5M smolts annually
for spring Chinook restora-
tion throughout the WW
Basin. (Fisheries)

Clean Air Status and Trends
Network (CASTNet) in-
stalled- Regulatory Air Qual-
ity Monitor to track Energy
and Ag pollutants (Energy &
Environmental Sciences)

Hired first CTUIR tribal
member Chemist- Long
term scientific capacity and
demonstration of EESP Sci-
entist Training Initiative
(Energy & Environmental
Sciences)

Phase 2A of Geothermal
Analysis Complete. (Energy
& Environmental Sciences)

RAF and BIA ignite first
large landscape Rx fire on
the UIR, known as the Stage
Gulch Rx. (Range, Ag. &
Forestry Program)

2022

Major floodplain restora-
tion projects completed in 4
-7 stream miles annually
over the past 10 years in
ceded area basins.
(Fisheries)

Completion and adoption of
CTUIR Strategic Energy
Plan. (Energy & Environ-
mental Sciences)

Westland Irrigation District
water rights trade agree-
ment-in-principle, CTUIR
receives 12,000 acre-feet of
McKay Reservoir storage
right. (WRP)

2023

Anticipate Furnish Canal
users agreement-in-
principle for CTUIR to re-
ceive about 380 acre-feet of
Umatilla River and McKay
water rights. (WRP)
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1800s

1885
Railroad line completed
across reservation. (CRPP)

Slater Allotment Act intro-
duced into Congress, reduc-
es reservation trust lands
from 245,669 acres to
157,892, and places Indians
under land allotments.
(CRPP)

Dawes Act/Allotment Era:
Diminished reservation to
158,000 acres. (CRPP)

Tribal members consent to
1855 Allotment Act, reduc-
ing reservation by one-
fourth. Surplus lands after
allotment open up to public
sale. 100,000 acres allotted,
about 30,000 acres put up
for sale. (CRPP)

1888

Cession of thousands of
acres of reservation trust
lands ordered by Secretary
of Interior. (CRPP)

1908
Completion of Feed Canal
Dam. (WRP)

1909
Completion of Furnish Dam.
(WRP)

1912
Completion of Maxwell
Dam. (WRP)

1913
Wenix Springs Taken by City
of Pendleton. (WRP)

1914
Three Mile Day Construct-
ed. (Fisheries)

1916

State of Oregon, Umatilla
County Circuit Court, Adju-
dicated Decree of Water
Rights to use waters of
Umatilla River and its tribu-
taries. (WRP)

1917
Completion of Three Mile
Falls Dam. (WRP)

1926

State fish and wildlife ex-
perts report that there
were no chinook or coho
salmon left in the Umatilla
River. (Fisheries)
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1930

1930

Historical (treaty time and
before) estimates of annual
total salmon and steelhead
returns to the Columbia
River were 10-16 million.
Overharvest and habitat
degradation from the late
1800’s to the 1930's pre-
dam era caused reduction
to near 5-8 million (~50%
loss). Since construction of
the mainstem dams in the
1930’s-1980’s, runs have
further diminished to 1-2
million fish annually (~90%
loss). (Fisheries)

1938
Bonneville Dam Construct-
ed. (Fisheries)

1940

1940 - 1960

Passage barriers installed to
prevent pacific lamprey
(eels) from using fish lad-
ders at Bonneville Dam;
lamprey continue to mi-
grate through navigation
locks (Fisheries).

1950

1953

Act of Congress liquidates
treaty fishing rights for Con-
federated Tribes, Yakimas,
Warm Springs, and Nez
Perce on Columbia River
through authorized con-
struction of The Dalles Dam.
Congress allocated $2.45
million to Confederated
Tribes to compensate for
loss of these treaty fishing
rights. (CRPP)

1957

Last Salmon Feast at Celilo
Falls held with great solem-
nity and sadness; backwa-
ters of The Dalles Dam in-
undates historic salmon
falls. (CRPP)

Indian Claims Commission
hold trial on Confederated
Tribes: 1) land claim; 2)
Umatilla River fish runs
claim; and 3) Reservation
boundary claim. Only first
of the three claims is han-
dled. (CRPP)

McNary Dam constructed.
(Fisheries)

Hell’s Canyon Dam con-
structed. (Fisheries)

1967

Hell’s Canyon dam complex
completed on Snake River,
reducing available Columbia
river fish habitat by nearly
50%. (Fisheries)

1971

John Day Dam constructed.
(Fisheries)

1991

Snake River Sockeye listed
as “Endangered.”
(Fisheries)

1992

Snake River Spring/
Summer/Fall Chinook listed
as “Threatened.” (Fisheries)

1997

Snake River Basin Steelhead
listed as “Threatened.”
Fisheries)

1998

Lower Columbia River Steel-
head listed as
“Threatened.” (Fisheries)

Bull Trout listed as Endan-
gered throughout CTUIR
ceded lands. (Fisheries)

1999

Lower Columbia River Chi-
nook listed as
“Threatened.” (Fisheries)

Columbia River Chum listed
as “Threatened.” (Fisheries)

Middle Columbia River
Steelhead listed as
“Threatened.” (Fisheries)

Upper Columbia River
Spring Chinook and Steel-
head listed as
“Endangered.” (Fisheries)

2004
Atawi Mike Farrow passes.
(CRPP)

2016

Weigh station fire burns
668 acres on the UIR. A 95
acre salvage timber sale is
initiated over the following
year to recover value and
ensure regeneration of se-
verely burned forest stands.
(Range, Ag. & Forestry Pro-
gram)



